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THE GODLY PLAY CLASSROOM


LITURGICAL SHELVES - THE FOCAL SHELF…
The anchoring point for the room… It anchors the circle of children…. The story teller sits in front of it…
Ideally it is placed opposite the entrance…. It is the first thing that you see… The Focal Shelf holds the central themes of the Christian story
(The following diagrams show the arrangements for the top middle and bottom shelves

The italic type denotes the un-spoken lesson)
	The Christ Candle 

on a small dish.

Christ said; ‘I am the light’
Christ’s presence is deepened by the image of the response he made about his own identity


	The Holy Family & Risen Christ

 sits on  the appropriate liturgical colour cloth   figure of Risen Christ behind Holy Family
Volume  2 page .34

Christ is at the centre  it evokes transformation –in -Christ

The liturgical colour tells us we are in the church year 
	The Good Shepherd

Stands on a wooden/green felt  circle with sheepfold and sheep

Christ said ‘I am the Good Shepherd’.

Christ’s presence is deepened by the image of the response he made about his own identity

	Holy Baptism

Tray with bowl / jug : doll in a crib; 3 white felt circles (45cms diameter ) ; model dove; container of oil ; cloth to wipe doll
The sacrament of baptism evokes our liturgical response to ‘I am the light’
	Tray with Cloths in  Liturgical colours
Colours change according to the season

Sometimes also wooden/ white felt circle for Holy Family when placed on the floor

The liturgical coloured cloths show the passage of time as they are changed according to the seasons
	Good Shepherd’s Table 
 Also box with small chalice and paten
Stands on a wooden/ green felt circle 

The sacrament of Holy Communion evokes our liturgical response to ‘I am the Good Shepherd’

	Tray with small candles; bowl of sand; candle snuffer; (box of matches in a safe container)
Volume 3 page 70

Candles for each child to remember their baptism

	Circle of Church Year
Wooden model and gold cord

Volume 2 page 23

The church tells time by colour and liturgical seasons
	Basket of World People
World Communion Lesson

Volume 4 page 91

The people of the world are invited and come to the Good Shepherd’s table


LITURGICAL SHELVES  - CHRISTMAS SHELVES
These are to the left of the focal shelf….. They are linked to the theme of Light…. Light coming into the world….
These are lessons about the beginning of the Christ story

The material is arranged in order from left to right…. It relates to the fact that we read from left to right.

The Advent and Epiphany lessons also use the figures of the Holy Family

	Model of Bethlehem

The wooden model of Bethlehem

Volume 3 page 27

	Advent Cards and Underlay

A tray with the five advent plaques and the purple underlay

Volume 3 page 27
	The Mystery of Christmas
The box with the  Giotto plaques plus the white underlay

Volume 3 page 56



	Candles for Advent
3 purple and 1 pink candles with dishes 

Volume  3 page 27
	
	Gifts of the Magi
A basket with gold coins; small incense burner; myrrh and frankincense; small tweezers; charcoal
Volume 3 page 64


	Books etc.
of stories/& information about Advent

	…about Christmas
	… about Epiphany



LITURGICAL SHELVES - THE EASTER SHELVES
These are situated to the right of the focal shelf… They are lessons that lead up to the ending that is also a beginning.

	The Mystery of Easter

A purple bag with six wooden pieces that make the mystery of Easter

Volume 4 page 27


	The Faces of Easter

A tray or basket with the 7 images of Christ and the purple underlay.

Volume 4 page 3
	Synagogue and Upper Room

The wooden models of the synagogue and upper room with the bronze figure; the lectern, the scroll, and a table.

Volume 4 page 99



	Circle of The Holy Eucharist

A basket with plaques showing the different parts of the Eucharist. A large green felt circle. I metre diameter

Volume 4 page 100


	
	Easter Egg Lesson

A basket of decorated Ukranian Eggs
with the support materials

Volume 4 page 74

	Supporting materials ………………...


	…….  Books pictures ………………….
	…………Information stories etc



SACRED SORIES
Sacred Story shelves tell the story of the People of God coming close to the mystery of God’s elusive presence…

They are stories of identity both Jewish and Christian….

	Creation
Tray or holder with the
 7 creation plaques
 and a  black underlay

Volume 2 p. 41
	The Flood

Ark model; baskets with people/animals;

stones /prism

dove; 
brown underlay

Volume 2 p. 49
	Great Family

stones, two wooden blocks, two lengths of blue wool.

Volume 2 p. 57
	People of God

Tray with

baskets holding people of God;
	Exodus

Tray with basket of People of God;
 two blue felt pieces, 
basket of matzo

Volume 2 p. 65
	10 Best Ways

Tray with basket of People of God; 
heart shaped box; Mt Sinai

Volume  2 p. 73
	Ark and the Tent

Tray with baskets of People of God, tent furniture;
 the ark model and four coverings

Volume 2 p. 81
	Ark and the Temple

Model of temple; basket of furniture; 
small person; 
and scroll

Volume 2 p. 87
	Exile and Return

Tray with baskets; people of God;

Chain and two wooden blocks; two pieces of blue wool

Volume 2 p 93
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other stories

Second Creation

The Falling Apart

Volume 6 p 25
	that develop 


	the above 

Abraham

Volume 6  p 32
	Sarah
Volume 6  p 38
	See Volume 6

Moses

Volume 6 p58
	Ruth
Volume 6 p 66
	Samuel
Volume 6  p 72
	Elijah
Volume 6  p 86
	Jeremiah
Volume 6 p 103
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	.

	
	Jacob

Volume 6  p 44 
	Joseph

Volume 6 p51
	
	
	David
Volume 6  p 76
	Isaiah

Volume 6  p 86
	Daniel

Volume 6  p 116
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Books

Puzzles
	Reference
books
	Story books
Pictures

	Concordances
	Bible atlas

etc etc.
	
	
	Jonah

.Volume 2 p 107
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


See the next page for the continuation of the Sacred Story shelf  - work from left to right

Continuation of the Sacred Story shelves….

	Prophets   
Tray with basket for prophet’s scrolls;

Chain; two wooden blocks; two pieces of blue wool

Volume 2 p 100
	Books of Bible

Shelf model with individual books of the Bible; 

also cue cards

Volume 2 p114
	Jesus and the 12

Picture of Last Supper

Tray with basket with apostle shields and cue cards also small last supper cue card.

Volume 4 page 81
	Pentecost

Red wooden box with

wooden blocks; red underlay; strips of brown felt; basket of apostle shields

Volume 4 page 120
	Paul

7 plaques telling the  story of Paul; red underlay; basket or container with scrolls of Paul’s letters.

Volume 4 page 126
	Unwritten Lesson

A beautiful blank book for children to write their story. 

Volume 4 page 143

	Ezekiel

Volume 6  p 110
	A Bible

Opened at the day’s lesson


	
	
	
	

	Job
Volume  6 p 126
	
	Stories
	Puzzles 
	Pictures
	 References  etc


	
	Desert Box

A transitional shelf

separating OT and NT


	
	
	
	


Situate  Sacred  Story shelves on the longest wall and arrange them from left – right… from Creation to the Unwritten lesson…
PARABLE SHELVES

These should be separate from the Sacred Story and Liturgical shelves

	Good Shepherd

Gold box; inside a green underlay; blue felt. Dark felt, brown felt strips, 5 sheep, Good Shepherd;  ordinary shepherd; wolf

Volume 3 page 77
	Good Samaritan

Gold box; inside brown underlay; light brown felt strip, Jerusalem and Jericho; figures of traveller, priest, Levite, robbers, Samaritan, donkey plaque

Volume 3 page 87
	The Mustard Seed

Gold box; inside a yellow underlay; green felt tree, basket of birds and nests, figure of person, box, plaque with person and tree.

Volume 3 page 115
	The Sower

Gold box; inside brown underlay;

Basket of birds, plaques of soils, 3 sacks; figure of sower.

Volume 3 page 102
	The Great Pearl

Gold box; inside white underlay;  felt outline houses; furniture; figures of seller and merchant; box of pearls

Volume 3 page 95
	The Leaven

Gold box; inside oatmeal felt underlay; box with measures of floor etc, box with leaven; figure of woman.

Volume 3 page 109

	
	Parable of Parables

A series of boxes inside boxes

Volume 3 page 121
	
	Parable of the Deep Well

Wooden box;  inside a felt underlay; a model well; a small bucket and strips of gold cord
Volume 3 page 127
	
	

	All the Parables
A basket or tray with every gospel parable written out on separate cards with references.

Volume 3 page 132
	
	‘I Am’ Statements

A basket or tray with all the ‘I am’ statements from John’s gospel – written out on triangular cards- with references.
Volume 3 page 139
	
	Parable Game Cards

A basket or tray with different games and activities written on a separate card.
Volume 3 page 148
	

	
	
	Stories    
	Puzzles


	Pictures  etc


	


RESPONSE TIME SHELVES
Offer the best materials …
Offer a rich variety… 
Keep sheets of paper and card in boxes or folders so that they don’t get damaged.
Check that there’s material for both boys and girls…There’s no hard and fast rule but
Girls tend to opt for drawing etc. - boys for activities that require manipulation.

Too much glitter might send the wrong message.
Group materials together… so that they are easy to find…
It’s also helpful having paper towels and wet wipes around…

Brushes and pens in pots seem ’to call’ to children rather than if they are in trays…
If you don’t have a sink
then an empty bucket for dirty water pots etc will be useful, 
also a bottle or jug of clean water for painting etc.

Ask the children what ideas they might have for equipment.

The following is a suggestion for an arrangement on some shelving
	Variety of Brushes

Provide different sizes; thick and thin brushes
 different sizes of household paint brushes.. pieces of sponge etc.
Glue spreaders / brushes
Wet-wipes/ 

Paper Towels

	Variety of Glue
Small containers of PVA; Pritt sticks

Glitter glue is less messy than pots of glitter
Sticky Tape

Different colours/ double sided/
thick &thin/

masking tape…
	Variety of Scissors
Provide good quality;
also include 

some left handed scissors;
different sizes…
	Drawing and writing
Provide a variety of different pencils and pens;
Felt markers and 
pens in different sizes;
Felt calligraphy pens…

	Paper

A wide selection

Have different

sizes A3 &A4; 
Different colours;
white and coloured;
lined and squared;
writing paper;

sugar paper… 
	Specialist Papers

Different sizes of Watercolour paper;
Ingre’s pastel paper;

Exercise books;
Calligraphy paper…

	Variety of Paints
Boxes of water colour paint; 
 pots with thicker paint; poster paint,
Make sure they are washable…
	Pots/ Containers
For water; glue holding beads etc..

Water bottle or jug
If needed…
	Wool/ Thread/ Large needles/

Canvas for sewing

Embroidery Hoops
Wool and thread in small jars with holes in lids,

 saves tangles….

Colour-code the lids for the colour of wool / thread…

	Coloured pencils

Watercolour pencils; 
and coloured drawing pencils
Crayon’s

Provide thick and thin wax crayons.
Artist’s oil pastels

and chalk pastels- these have really strong colours;

Willow charcoal…
	Tissue paper

Crepe paper

Foil Papers
	Card

A different selection of sizes and colours

 A4 / A3

	Trays for working on  or
Some pieces of hardboard cut into rectangles of  @
45x 60 cms…

	. Box of scrap 

Material;  objects; ribbons; different textures/ natural objects…
	Containers of 
Beads/Sequins 

Wooden sticks/ 
Pipe cleaners etc.
	Clay/Modelling material.
Traditional clay/

 Newclay/ Fymo

Clay modelling tools and some small boards 
to work on…
	Box or basket of construction toys/ 

wooden bricks etc.
	Collection of  newspapers magazines

 for collage etc.


GODLY PLAY SHELF UNITS
Focal shelf

4 feet long   19 inches deep

↕ 26inches high   

	
	←  With supports  →
	

	
	
	


It’s a different size from the other shelves - to make it stand out.

Display Shelves for Christmas - Easter - Parables - Sacred Stories

Unit length                                    

3feet long    1 foot deep
(any longer and the shelf will need support)
↕  30 inches high
	

	

	


Parable shelves - 2 units – they need to be long enough to hold 6 parables on the top. 
Sacred Stories  -  the number of units depends on the size of the room.

Ikea might be good - but check the sizes. They need to be child friendly. I think that the low version of ‘Billy’ shelves is just a bit too high.
Material for the Classroom  compiled by Candy Moser according to The Complete Guide to Godly Play by Jerome Berryman
adapted Peter Privett 2005   pet.ros@btopenworld.com

