Launch Godly Play UK - Prayers / Reflection
2 Voices from the podium lead the prayers written in bold type
Different people perform the actions

We gather together to ask for God’s Blessing on the work of Godly Play in the United Kingdom,
to pray for the children and adults whose lives are connected through this work,
and to remember our connections with those in the wider community of saints.  
Our lives are encircled with the mystery of God 

Who is Creator Redeemer and Sustainer.

Two people come to the front bringing a jug of water and a basin

The water is poured into the basin

This is the water of creation

The waters of freedom from slavery, the waters of baptism and re- generation
The playful water of laughter and blessing
The life giving water of all that is green and growing

And much, much more.

In silence we offer to God our thanks and praise 
For enthusiasm and creativity

For mutual support of the one to the other

For visions and dreams

For travelling and resting

For structure and freedom 
Response:  For all that has been and all that shall be… Thanks be to God
The two people with the jug and basin move to the extreme left at the front.

The group with the candle comes forward to the centre
There was once someone who said such wonderful things and did such amazing things that people just had to ask him who he was. One time when they asked, he said: I am Light.
The Christ Light is lit. The group moves to the far right at the front.
A picture of a child is brought to the front and held
In the Gospel, Christ places a child at the centre

A child to call out our graced vulnerability

A child at the heart of the Trinity of relationship

During the prayers members of the group light their votive candles from the Christ light
We remember before God the children and others whom we serve…..
   those who create safe places for children to grow

   the times and places where trust is broken and fragile
   the voiceless and ignored.
   the child in each one of us calling us to trust     Silence
Response: Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy.                  

Two people with a wooden dove and a bowl of scented oil come to the front and during the following words move to the back of the congregation
The Holy Spirit goes where it will. It rides the invisible wind like a dove and comes to us when we most need its comfort. It is invisible like the scent of this oil, invisible but still there.

As we gather in this ancient Abbey the circles of the spirit’s sustaining power cross time and space
We remember those of the Godly Play Community throughout the world
Different voices from the congregation stand and say the name of one of these countries)
The United States of America, Canada,  South America, Germany,  Finland, Norway, Denmark, England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Switzerland and the French Border,  Spain, Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands, Tanzania,  The Far East…
We remember before God the great company of saints, the great cloud of witnesses who pray with us now. In silence we remember all that supports, and challenges our lives

Silence
All stand 
As we stand together at the beginning of this new chapter in the Godly Play story 

we commit ourselves into the presence of God 

We all say together..

Infolding and encircling God 
Keep us wondering in the mystery of your presence,
To continue the infinite game of knowing and unknowing.

Give us love for your story that we may feed on your Word
To preserve our lives in the spirit of play.
Keep alive our passion for the vulnerable child in the midst

To keep before us your life giving presence
Give us wide open hearts to be open to the world
To call out the good with an ethic of Blessing

Blessing : 

May the Good Shepherd who knows all of the sheep 

by name, lead you to the good green pastures, and stay with you through 

the times of desert.
May you find your pearl of great price, 
and know that you journey with the People of God,

who are as many as the stars in the sky 
and as many as the grains of sand in the desert.

And may the blessing of God
who is Creating, is Redeeming and is Sustaining 

be with you now and always  Amen 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   

Response: In the name of Christ. Amen.

Those with the water, jug and candles etc move to the back of the area followed by the Dean etc.
