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THE STORY SO FAR   Introduction by Rev Peter Privett
 

There will many here who remember sitting on the floor of the Mother's Union headquarters in the summer of 1999 and waiting for Jerome to arrive.

He arrived straight from the airport with a suitcase... and then there was that moment when salvation history appeared  from his shirts and  socks..

 

Well that's one beginning. Here's another

 In the Beginning God chose Mary to be the Mother of God, and the Word was born a wordless child....

Many of us know this story well, and it was one the stories that Jerome told under the benevolent gaze of Mary Sumner from her portrait.

 

Well in the beginning there was another woman   and was she was chosen by God... who was researching the word-full and wordless spirituality of the child, who in the research came across this strange creature called GP and saw the potential for enriching and supporting the lives of children. 

 

 So what did we bring to this picture... each person here will bring something different.

 I'd like to suggest that some of us might bring enthusiasm and passion. After that first experience, for many of us, there was a feeling of being fed spiritually ourselves and many rushed back to their places and began telling stories to others, scouring the shops for golden boxes and baskets, rushing to the early learning centre to buy plastic sheep. I remember one of the clergy of a midlands cathedral was so enthused that he went and told the story of the Great Family to the M.U. and unable to find small tasteful wooden figures, told the whole story using dish mops... 

I've even been known to tell the parable of the Good Shepherd in a pub  with pints of beer and beer mats.

But I'd also like to apologise to all our long suffering friends, colleagues and family who have to endure this passion and enthusiasm, who roll their eyes as we tell another story of how it's changed our lives and who have to suffer endless searching in shops for appropriate boxes, and baskets.

 

 Time... time... time...
 Perhaps this is another quality we bring, time and continued learning.

Gradually we've come to realise that GP is not just a cute way of telling stories, that there is something deeper, something more profound and challenging, and for many of us the truth is that we are constantly learning more and more about the processes and issues.

 

Linked to time is dedication and there are people here tonight who after that first visit of Jerome began to assemble materials for the first Godly Play classroom. which was assembled in  the Old Divinity Faculty Cambridge in 2001. Jerome came back and we spent three days listening and wondering in the stories.

Thanks are due to the community at Bowthorpe who began to make some of the materials and who continue to supply many today.

 

Soon afterwards the classroom found its first home at Trumpington thanks to the hospitality of Tom and Gill Ambrose.  Since then regular introductory sessions have been held there and in other classrooms around the country.  

How many classrooms are?  Well God knows! They seem to be popping up all over the place, Oxford, Newcastle, London.......

 

Difference is another thing I'd bring because amongst the Cambridge group were people from the Jewish education centre, and that symbolises something that perhaps this work of GP has held strongly.

In the last five years we've seen a real coming together of difference. One of the exciting and creative features has been the interest from a wide range of different denominations and theological viewpoints.

Its application transcends the age barrier and its relevance is various, to work in local churches, schools,  hospitals, prisons,  care homes for the elderly ...  Our celebration brochure reflects this diverse application and our thanks go to all those who have contributed..... 

 

The people of the world
In the summer of 2002 Rebecca and I were invited by Jerome to become accredited trainers and  join the College of Trainers. There were various regional co-ordinators in the USA and then there was the region of the UK. Quite quickly we began to discover that accredited trainings in the UK included people from Canada, Finland, Germany, Spain,  Latvia, Malaysia, Australia, New Zealand and many more

This work creates strong bonds of friendship and the GP groups from many of those places are praying with us tonight.  

 

Freedom and structure
One of the exciting features of Godly Play is that it seems to start strongly from the grass roots, from the ground up.  Even after Rebecca and I went to he States in the summer of 2002 to become accredited trainers,  much of the organisation was, what shall I say ... rather loose!!!!!!   There didn't see very much need to advertise as most people came along by word of mouth. We've done over 50 training events and they all seem to work well... what else do you need....

In the beginning was freedom and then structure was added.

Nick Harding's gentle  persistence, his critical friendship and loyal steering us through the processes of finding Trustees, and guiding us through the legal minefields of obtaining charity status over the past two years has been invaluable..

 

We now have Trustees.  The work is now directed   We even have patrons. Many thanks to Professor Alistair McGrath  and  Rt. Rev Paul Butler for being our first patrons. We hope to have others

Does this mean that my organisational skills have become less loose.....umm!!!

Well thank God, as we even now have part time administrator, Sheila Rogers.

 

Tonight, we bring also all the people who couldn't be with us, especially those who've organised local events throughout this week. There's even another in Newcastle Cathedral on Saturday.

We give thanks to them and for yourselves and what you might bring to this story.

We are here tonight to give thanks for your passion, time, dedication and rich variety.

 

What of the future?

Well that's the story that is yet to be written......

 

It is now my great pleasure to invite Rebecca to give the first Godly Play lecture, the first you notice. 

We hope that this will be the first of an annual event where different towns and cities in the UK might be host.

